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THE LETTER OK THE PRESIDENT.

The following is a oorroct copy of the Letter of
the President of the United States to the Mass
Convention of the Unconditional Union Men ot

the State of Illinois," which uiot at Springfield in

that State yesterday, and a copy of which was

transmitted to the " Mas* Convention of the \ onng
Men of New Vork," which also met yesterday at

Syracuse. The telegraphio copy of this letter,
-which has been prematurely published in some ol

the Northern journals, and also in one journal in

this city, contains, as we are informed, many im¬

portant errors :
Executive Mansion,

H axliinifton, August 26, 1803.
Hod. James C. Cokkling.
My Dear Sir '. Your letter, nvitiug me to attend a

omit meeting of Unconditional Uniou men. to bo held at

the capital of Illinois on the 3i day of September, has

been received. It would be very agreeable to me to thus

meet roy old friends at my own home, but I cannot just
uow be abseut from this city bo long an the visit there
would require. The meeting is to be of all those who
maintain unconditional devotion to the Union, and I am

.ure my old political friend* will thank me for tendering,
n, I do. the nation's latitude to those other noble men

whom no partisan malice or partisan hope can make false

to the nation's life.
There are those who are dissatisfied with me. To such

1 wouM say, You de*ire peace, aud you blame metbat we

do not l ave it; but how can we attain it ? There are but

three conceivable ways: First, to suppress rebellion by
lorce of arms. This I am trying to do. Are you fur it'

If y< u are. so far we are ngreed. If >ou are not for it, a

¦ecoud Why is to give up the Uuiou. I am against this
Are you for it? If you are, you should s»y so plainly.
If you are irnt for force, uor yet for dissolution, there only
remains some imaginary compromise. I do not believe

any compromise embracing the maintenance of the Union
is uow possible All I learn leads to a directly opposite
belief. The strength of the rebellion is in its military.Its
army That army domiuates all the country and all the

people within its range. Any offer of terms made by any
man or men within that range, in opposition to that army,

i. simply nothing tor the present, because such man or

men hav9 no power whatever to enforce their side of a

compromise if one were made with themj
To illustrate Suppose refugees from the South aud

peace men from the North get together in Convention and
frame and proclaim a compromise embracing a restoration
of the Union, in what way can that compromise be used
to keep Lee's army out of Pruusylvania Meade s arm)
can keep Lee's army out of Pennsylvania, and I think can

ultimately drive it out of existence; but no paper compro¬
mise to which the controller, of Lee's army are not eg reed
can at all affect that army. In au effort at such cornpro-
miae we should waste time which the enemy would im¬

prove to our disadvantage, and that would be all. A com¬

promise, to be effective, must be made either with those
who control the rebel army, or with the people first libe¬
rated from the domination of that array by the successes

of our army. Now, allow me to assure you that no word
or intimation from that rebel army, or trom any of the
men controlling it, in relation to any peace compromise,
has ever come to ra> knowledge or belief. All charges
and intimations to the contrary are deceptive and grouud
less; audi promise you that if any such proposition shall
hereafter come it shall not be rejected and kept a secret
from you. I freely acknowledge my<elf the servant of the

people according to the bond of seivice.the United States
Constitution.and that as such I am responsible to them.

Hut, to be plain, >ou are dissatisfied with uie about the

uegro yuite likely there is a difference of opinion be¬
tween you and myself upon that subject. I certainly wish
that all men could be free, while I suppose you do not;
yet I have neither adopted nor proposed any measure

which ia not consistent with even your view, provided you
are lor the Union. I suggested compensated emancipa-
ton. to which you replied you wished not to be taxed to

buy negroes. But I had n. t asked you to be taxed to buy
negroes except in such way as to save you from great* r

taxation to save the Union exclusively by other means.

You dislike the emancipation proclamation, and perhaps
jou would have it retracted. You say it is unconstitu¬
tional. I think differently. I think the Constitution in¬
vests its Commander-in-Chief with the law ol war in time
of war. The m.'it that can be said, if so much, is that
.laves are property. Is there, has there ever been any
question that by the law of war property both of em-rn es

and friends maybe taken when needed? And is & not
needed whenever taking it helps us or hurts the enemy 7

Armies, the world e ver, destroy enemies' property when

they cannot use it, and even destroy their own to keep it
from the enemy. Civilized belligerents do all in their

power to help themselveg or hurt the enemy, except a few
things regarded as barbarous or cruel. Among the excep-
t ons are the massacre of vanquished foes and non-com¬

batants, male and female. But the proclamation, a* taw,
either it valid or is not valid. If it is not valid it needs no

retraction. If it is valid it cannot be retracted any more

than the dead can be brought to life. Some of you profess
to think its retraction would operate favorably for the
Union. Why better after the retraction than before the
i»sue ' Th^re was more than a year and a half of trial to

suppress the rebellion before the proclamation issued ; the
last one hundred days of which passed under an explicit
notioe that it was coming uuless averted by those in revolt
returning to their allegiance. The war has certainly pro¬
gressed as favorably for us since the issue of the proclama¬
tion as before. I know, as fully as one can know the
opinions of others, that some of the commanders of our

armies in the field, who have given us our moat important
successes, believe the emancipation policy ami the use of
colored troops constitute the heaviest blow yet dealt to
the rebellion, and that at least one of those important suc-

<¦ esses could not have been achieved when it was but for
the aid of black soldiers. AmoDg the commanders holding
these views are some who have never had any affinity with
what ia called Abolitionism, or with Republican party
politic*, but who bold them purely as military opinions 1
submit these opinions as being entitled to some weight
against the objections often urged that emancipation and
arming the blacks are unwise as militarj measures, and
were not adopt/d as such in good faith.
You say you will not fight to free negroes. Some of

item seem willing to fight for you. Hut no matter; fight
you then exclusively to aave the Union. I issued the pro¬
clamation ou purpose to aid you in saving the Union.
Whenever you shall have conquered all resistance to the
Union, if I shall urge you to coritioue fighting, it will be
an apt time then for you to declare you will not fight to
free negroes. I thought that in your struggle for the
Union, to whatever extent the negroes should cease help¬
ing the eueiny, to that extent it weakened the enemy in
jis resistance to )ou. Di) you think differently 7 I
thought that whatever negroes can be got to do as soldiers,
eaves just so much ier.s for white soldiers to do in saving
the Union. Doe* it appear otherwise to you / But ne¬

groes, like other people, act upon motives. Why should
tbey do any thing for us if we will do nothing for them?
If tb«-y stake their lives for us, tbey must be prompted by
the stror yst motive, even the promise of freedom. And
tbe promiae, being made, must be kept.
The signs look better. The Father of Waters again

<<*s unvexed to the sea; thanks to the great Northwest
for it. Nor yet wholly to them. Three hundred miles up
they met New England, Empire, Keystone, and Jersey,
jewing their way right and left. The sunny South, too,
in more colors than one, also lent a hand. On the spot,
their part of the history was jotted down in black aud

white Tbe job was a great national one, and let none De

banned who bore an honorable part in it. While those
who have cleared the great river may well be proud, even

that is not all It i« hard to say that any thing has been
nure bravely and well done than at Antietam, Murfrees-
fcoro, Gettysburg, aud on many fields of lesser note. Nor
must U»cl« 8m» f«*l *<> f»r#"K*» ^ wa

tery margius they have bo u present. uot ouly on the deep
sea. the biuad bay. aud the rapid river, but also up the
?arrow muddy bayou. aud wherever the ground was a

little damp they have beeu and luade Ibeir track# 1 hank#
to all for the great Republic, fur the priuciple it lives by
and keep* alive.for man's vast future.thauka t«« all.

Peace d»*s not appear ao distant aa it did. I hope it
will cow* ioon, and couie to »tay, and ao come aa to be
worth the keepiug iu all future time. It will then have
been proved that among free meu there cau be no auccesa-

lul appeal from the ballot to the bullet, aud that they who
take auch appeal are auie to loae theii caae and f#y
he coat. Aud theu there will be lome black meu who
can remember that with ailent tongue and clenched teetB,
and steady eye and well-poised bayonet, they have helped
mankind on tothia great conaummation: while I fear t ere

will be aome white one. unable to forget that with malig¬
nant heart and deceitful apeech they have strove to hinder
it Still let ut not be over-sanguine of a speedy final trt-
umph. Let us be quite aober. Let u. diligently apply the
mean., never doubting that a jut God, in Hia own good
time, will give ua the rishtfui reault.

TWpnT «Yours, very truly, A. LINCOLN.

GEN. G1LLMOKE TO GEN. BEAUREGARD.

The following is a copy of the reply which was made
by Gen. GlLLMORE to the letter of Gen. Beaureuard,
proteating agaiust the bombardment of Charleston, which
wa« published in the Iutelligencer of the 31st ultimo. 1 his
letter properly places upon the commander of the rebel
f,,rce* the responsibility lor any harm that might have re-

aulted to non combatants from the bombardment of the

Department or the South,
^HtaduuarUrs in the Field, Morns C

August 'Si.y "¦}».
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

your communication of thia date, complaining thaone of
iuy batteries has opened upon the city of Cbarle.ton.and
tbrowo a number of heavy" rifle shells into that cty, tte
inhabitants of which, of courae, were asleep and un-
^ Mv1 letter to you demanding the surrender of Fori; Sum¬
ter and Morris Hand, and threatening, in default^hereofto open tire upon Charleston, was delivered near *ortwEr at 11 If. o'clock A M on the 21st instant end
should have arrived at your headquarters in

permitted your answer to reach me within the limit as-

M>The' facMhat you were absent from your headquarters
ut the time of its arrival may be regarded as an unfortu-
uate circumstance for the «il> of ¦Charleston but it .. one
for which 1 clearly am not responsible. This letter bore
date at my headquarters, and was officially delivered y
an officer of my stall. The inadvertent omission of my
signature doubtless affords ground for special
but it is not the argument of a commander solicitous on y
for the safety of sleeping women and children and un-
^
Your"threats of retaliation for acts of mine, which you

do not allege to be iu violation of civilized warfare, except
as regards the length of time allowed as notice of my in¬
tentions, are passed by without comment. I will, however,
call your attention to the well established principle that
the commander of a place attacked but not invested hav-
ing its avenues of escape open and P^'cable, J"as no

right to expect any notice of au intended bombardmen
other tban that which is given by the threatening attitude
of his adversary. Even had this letter not been written,? ec t of Charleston has had. according to your own

computation, forty days' notice of her danger. During
that time my attack upon her defeuces has steadily pro¬
gressed. The ultimate object of that attack has at n<
time been doubtful.

.If, under the circumstances, the life of a single non-
combatant is exposed to peril by the bombardment of the
city the respon-ibility rests with those who have first
failed to apprize the non-combatants, or secure the safety
of the city, after having held control of all its approaches
for a period of nearly two years and a half, in the presence
Of a threatening lorce. and who afterwards refusedtoaccept
the tr-rms upon which the bombardment might have been
postponed. From various sources, official and otherwise,
I am led to believe that most of the women and children
of Charleston weie long since reiuoyed from tho
But upon your assurance that the ci!y is still full of th ,

I ahall suspend the bombardment until 11 u^tbickl P. 1
^to-morrow, thus giving you two days firom the time. j< »u

acknowledged to have received my communication of the
21st instant.

, . .Very respectfully, your <'Wd*n^.^M0RE(
Brigadier General Commanding.

G. T Beaureuard,
, e rCom'g Confederate States forces, Charleston, 8. C.

The British aud Spanish Consuls, it is stated, respec¬
tively addressed Gen. Gillinore on b«ba!f of the subjects of
their countries in Charleston, and he cheerfully suspended
the bombardment for twenty four hours, to give them time
to leave the city. Nothing wa. further, he says, from his
wish than to endanger their lives or property. His letter
to the Spanish Consul was published in the Intelligencer
of yesterday.

OFFICIAL REPORTS OF LATE CAPTURES.

It was announced in our columns two or three days ago
that the United States steamer De Soto, Capt. Wm' M*
WALKER had captuied two more prizes iu the Gulf of
Mexico and sent them into Key West. The De Soto,
¦ince the 21th of April last, has captured fuur steamers
and eight schooners, all laden wi'h valuable cargoes. The
following are Capt. Walker's official reports of his latest
captures.

unitrd statrn steamer De Soto,
Gulf nj Mexico, August 10, 1863.

Sir I have the honor to inform you that 1 have this
day seized, for violation of the blockade, the steamer Alice
Vivian S. W. Abels, master, who repie-ented that the
steamer wa. from Mobile, laden with cotton and bound to
Havana. On demanding her papers ber master stated
that he had none, and, in reply to my inquiry, admitted
that he had thrown them overboard. I have ordered the
Alice Vivian to Key West for adjudication.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wm. M. WalKEK, Captain U. S. Navy.

Hon GlDEO* WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.
United States Steamer De Soto,

Gulf of Mexico, August 17, 1H<>.»
Sir I have the honor to inform you that 1 have this

day, in lat '20 4.'», long. «C, 40, seized for an attempted
violation of the blockade proclaimed and instituted by the
President of the United States, the steamer N.ta, George
Blakesley, master, who represented that the steamer was
from Havana. 13th instant, laden with provisions and medi¬
cines, and bound into Mobile. On demanding her papers
her master stated be had none, and, in reply to my inqjury,
admitted that he had destroyed them. 1 have ordered the
N'ita to Key West for adjudic »tion.

I am. «ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. M. Wai.ker, Captain U. S. Navy.

Hon Gideon Weu.es, Secretary of the Navy.
United Htateh Snir Db 8oto.

Gulf of Mtiico, August 22, IMt>3.
Kir : On the day of the capture of the Confederate

Mteau.er Alice Vivian a falling barometer and the threat¬
ening aspect of the weaker, together with a consideration
.| the M-ason of the year, all admonished me to send the
prize into port with the least delay ; therefore, at the time

«»pnration from her, I ha.i not had time to ascertain the
character of the passengers Irans'erred from her to this
.«hip Upon examination 1 find that among these men are
several of the " staff" of' (Jen. Slaughter. L 8. Army.

I a.,, informed that Gen. Slaughter had embarked on
board the steamer with all hi. "staff but that a few
hours previous to leaving Mobile Bay he returned to the
city, accompanied by Capt. Aldrich, of his staff, and per¬
haps others w 1,ether' with the intention of rejoining the
ateamer 1 could not learn. But from the fact that, he
bagtfBK* of Capt Aldrich and others had been left on
board, it ia probable that such had been his intention.
The destination of Gen Slaughter is Texas, whither he

was g .ing to raise a brigade. On my arrival at Key West
to-uiorrow, probably I shall suggest that the baggage an

papers belonging to these officers be submitted to the
scrutiny of (Jen. Woodbury

I am, very respcct'.ully, your obedient servant,
W M. Wai.ker, Captain U. 8. Navy.

Hon. Gideon WELLE*, Secretary of the Navy.
VOTING IN THE ARMY.

The following "General Order No.206" from the War
Department, recognising the right of suffrage to Minne¬
sota soldiers under an enactment of their State, has just
been published :

War Department,
Adjutant Gtmrol's Office, H'fiihingtov,

August HI, 1803.
Gen,rul Ordrrt No. 20;*...By an act of the Legislature

of the State of Minnesota, approved September 27, l*<».t,
the right to vote for certain State officers is giveu to
volunteers or soldiers from that State in the military ser¬
vice of the United States, and provision is made for the
appointment of commissioners to the regiments of Minne¬
sota volunteers for the purpose of carrying out this act.
It is hereby ordered that all such duly accredited com¬
missioners from Minnesota be furnished with proper facili¬
ties for visiting the volunteers lioui that State, and
lowed access to Ihetn for tbe purpose indicated.
By order of the Secretary of War:

.'
K D Tom NHtND, A A G.

THE PE.UJK QUESTION
COBKEM'ONDENt E BE'tWEEN PRKSIDLNI

LINCOLN AM) Hon. FEUNANDO WOOD.

The New York journals of yesterday contain
the subjoined correspondence, which took place in
Deoember lent between President Lincoln and
the Hon. Fernando Wood, of New York, relative
to an alleged disposition of the Seceded States to

lay down tbtir arms and resume their duties iu the
Union, on the condition that a general amnesty
should be granted by the President of the United
States. As this proposition has, within the past
seven or eight months, been repeatedly alluded to
in the publio prints, and also we believe in the
debates of Congress, we place the entire correspon¬
dence before our readers, in ordor that they may
be enabled to understand the true nature of a pro¬
position which has been variously described, ac¬

cording to the political predilections or the party
bias of those who have had occasion to refer to
it. The President's letter, it appears to us, was

under the circumstances altogether proper.

Mr. Wocd to President Lincoln.
New Yohk, December 8, 1HG2.

Hon. Aukaiiam Lincoln, President of the United State*.
Dear Si it: On the 2f>tb of November last I wan ad¬

vised by an authority, which I deemed likely to be well
informed as well as reliable and truthful, that the South¬
ern States would'seud Representatives to the next Congress,
provided that a full and geueral amnesty should permit
them to do so. No guarantee or terms were asked for
otter than the amnesty referred to. Deeming this infor¬
mation of great value if well founded, I communicated it
in substance to the Hon. George Opdyke, the Mayor of
this city, whom I knew to hold confidential relations to

members of your Administration, and proposing, through
him, that if the Government would permit the correspon¬
dence, under its own inspection, I would undertake to pro¬
cure s<'mothing definite and positive from persons connect¬
ed with the so-called Confederate authorities Mr. Opd) ke
stated in reply that several Senators from New England
States were then in this city on their way to Washington,
to whom he would at once communicate thu proposition,
and advise me ot the answer. Knowing that these gentle¬
man were your friends, and supposing that they would im¬
mediately confer with you on their arrival at the capital,
and supposing that I should he speedily informed of the re¬

sult, I have delayed until now making a communication
direct to you.

I now learn, however, from Mr. Opdyke this d.iy, that, he
failed to see these Senators when iu New Vork, and that
he bad not made the proportion, arid »hat therefore you
are not iu possession of it as coming from myself
As an humble but loyal citizen, deeply impressed with

the great necessity of restoring the Union of these States,
I tuk your immediate atteution to this subject. The mag¬
nitude of the interests at stake warrant some executive
action predicated upon this information, if it be only to
ascertain if it be grounded upon even probable foundation.
If it sha'l prove groundless no harm shall have been done,
provided tha inquiry be made, as It can be. without com¬

promising the Government or injury to the cause in which
it is now engagid. If, however, it shall prove well
founded, there is no estimate too hgb to place upon its
national value.
Now, therefore, Mr. President, 1 suggest that gentle¬

men whose former political and social relations with the
leaders of the Southern revolt may be allowed to ho d un¬

official correspondence with them on this subject.the
correspondence to be submitted to you It may be thus
ascertained what, if any, credence may be given to these
statements, and also whether a peaceful s.-lution of the
present struggle may not be attainable. I am Hire notbirg
that I can soy can add to your own well known desire to

produce this result. Your exalted position, the embar- i
rassments and responsibilities which surround you upon
all sides, the bleedu g condition of the country, becoming
exhausted, not only in the impoverishment of its best life
blood, of industrial pioduction, but iu the deterioration
and consequ-nt destiuction of our political institutions-
all call upon you, as our chief ruler, to take one step upon
the road of peaceful effort, by which to ascertain whether
the time has not arrived when other methods thm brute
fighting may not accomplish what military force has failed
to do.

In the origin of this struggle, you foresaw that such a

time would come. Your inaugural address, delivered
near two years ago, pointed out with prophetic vision the
certain results of the impending conflict of arms. Your
language then wa«, " Suppose you g » to war, you cannot
fight always, and when, after much loss on both sides, and
no gaiu on either, you cease lighting, the identical ques¬
tions as to terms of intercourse are again upon jou.*' You
saw that after a bloody and teriible at.-uggle "the still
small voice of reason" would intervene an.l »ettle the con¬

troversy. You know that siuce the establishment of
Christian civilization negotiation and compromise have,
sooner or later, determined every military contest. It can¬
not be otherwise here. Ha* not the time arrived when,
to quote your own language, we shou'd " cease figh'ing,"
at least long enough to asct rtain whether " the identical
questions" about which we begin the fight may not be
amicably and honorably adjusted, ar.d the "terms of inter¬
course" be once more p^uceably established ? It is to this
end that I now address you.with confidence in you* pa
triotisui, and with no deaire to interfere with your legiti¬
mate constitutional prerogatives.

I am, with high respect, yours very tru'y,
FERNANDO WOOD.

Pretident Lincoln to Mr. Wood.
EXEf t TIVF. Mansion,

H'/iihinqton, December 12, I
Hon. Fernando Wood.
Mv Dear Sir: Your letter of the 8tb, with the accom¬

panying note of same date, was received yesterday.
The most important parflgraph in tfce letter, as I con¬

sider, is in these words : " On the 25th of November last
I was advised by an authority which I deemed likely to be
well informed as well as reliable and truthful, that tbo
Southern States would send representatives to the next

Congress, provided that a full and general amnesty slould
permit them to do so. No guarantee or terms were asked
for other thin the amnesty referred to."

I strongly suspect your information will prove to be

groundless nevertheless, I thank you for communicating
it to me Understanding the phrase in the paragraph above

quoted." the Southern Stat< s would send representatives
to the nut Congress"--to be substantially the same as

that "the people of the Southern States would cease re¬

sistance, and would reinaugurate, submit to, and maintain
the national authority within the limits of such States, un¬

der the Constitution of the United States." I say that in
such case the war would cease on the part of the United
States ; and that if within a reasonable time " a full and
general amnesty" were necessary to such end, it would
not be withheld.

I do not think it would be proper now to communicate
this, formally or informally, to the people of the Southern
States. My belief is that they already know it; and when
they choose, if ever, they can communicate with me une

quivocally. Nor do I think it proper now to suspend mili
tary operations to try any experiment of negotiation.

I should nevertheless receive, wi*h great pleasure, the
exact iaformation you now have, arid also such other as

you may iu any way obtain. Such information might be
more valuable before the ]*t of January thin afterward.
While there is nothing in tiiis letter which I shall dread

to see in history, it is, perhaps, better for the present that
its existence should not become public. I th refore have
to request that you wilt regard it as confidential

Your obedient servant,
A LINCOLN

Mr. Wood to Pre*\d*nt Lincoln.
Nf.w York, Dki emhi-.k IT, i

His Excellency Ahraiiam Lincoln.
Mv Dear Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant was

handed to me on the afternoon of the Ifith instant by Mr
Wakeman, the Postmaster of this city.
Pardon me, Mr. President, when I say that your reply

has filled me with profound regret. It declines what I
had conceived to be an innocent eff" »rt to ascertain the
foundation for information in my possession of a desire in
the South to return to the Union. It thus appears to be
an indication on your part to con'iuue a policy which, in
my judgment, is not only unwise, but, in the opinion of
many, is in conflict with the constitutional authority vest¬
ed in the Federal Government.

I think, however, that my proposition is in keeping with
your own expressed conditions upon which the war shall
cease. Yoti say that " when the people of the Southern
States would cea«e resistance, and would reinaugurate
submit to, and maintain Ihe national authority within the
limits of such State* under the Constitution of the United
States, that in such ease the war would cease on the uart
of the mted States,"

r

Adm ttillg till* p0»ltl0U Bs Cltl I' <'t, )OU w ill BCO tll<( M" *

condition precedent t.' such subuii-siou the opportuu ty .«'
do ao must be art rded. It CMinot ba ». xjm cted that tbe
Southern people will crate resistance*, wi long tin we pro
ela'in our iuleDtiou to destroy tbeir local institutions, their
property, uud their Uvea, aud accompany the declaration
with oorreapoudiug legislative, executive, social, and politi¬
cal action, 'l'bey cannot cease resistance, and reinaugu-
rate, aubiuit to, and maintain the Federal authority, it we
will uot let thetu aloue long enough to do ao. 11' they
really desire acquiescence, and are willing to send dele¬
gates to the uext Coiigre*", aa I aui advised, how cau they
do ao without the opportunity, and without souie intima¬
tion* or guarantees aa to the reception ol their represen¬
tatives at Washington? The act of rending representatives
to Cougreas is withiu itself a full compliance with your
own conditions. If thus represented by their own selected
agenta, cheat n under the forms aud iu pursuance of their
own local State laws governing such elections, they will
compose ao iutegral portion of the Government, anil thua
give I lie assurance of an "acquiescence and submission" of
tbe voi y highest aud most satisfactory character.
My respectful suggestion was that you should put it iu

theii power to take this course. It would require a sim¬
ple proclamation ol general amnesty, to be qualified, i( you
please, by such conditions as to reuder it void iu case of
non-compliance withiu a limited period. You have estab¬
lished a precedent for this mode of speaking to those pro-

tie. Your Emancipation Proclamation told of punishment
¦et another be issued, speaking the language of mercy aud

breathing tbe spirit of conciliation.
The paiuful eveuts which have occurred siuce my com¬

munication of the 8th instant but embolden me to renew
its suggestions. I hope you will now no longer refuse " to
suspend militiry operations to try an experiment of nego¬
tiation." I feel that military operations ao bloody and
exhausting as ours must sooner or later bb suspended
The day of Mtspensiou must come. The only questiou is,
whether it shall be before the whola American people,
North and South, shall be involved iri general ruin, or
whether it sbu'l be whilst there is rrmainiug sufficient of
tbe recuperative element of life by which to restore our
once happy, prosperous, and peaceful American Union.

In compliance with your rr quest that your letter shall
uot for the present become public, I shall withhold its
publication at this time.

With high regaid, yours, &c.
FERNANDO WOOD.

ANOTHER MASSACRE BY NEGRO SOLDIERS.

From thr. St. Louis litpublican.
We have unquestionable authority for tbe truth of the

statement below, horrible it may seem to those who call
ours the age of Christianity and civilization. We give it in
the words of the writer :

" Oa Tuesday night, the 25th ultimo, a party of thirty-
eight uegro soldiers murdered nine peaceable citiz <t.s in
cold blood. The facts areas follows, and were relati tl ti
me by Mr. A. M. Gwin. a planter residing at Brunswick
Point, Mississippi :
" I he party of negroes got to the Hill place about ele¬

ven o'clock at night and arrested Mr. Sims and Mr. Ilill.
They took them with them aud proceeded to Mr. Fore's,
arriving there at sun-up; arrested him and started up Deer
Creek. When a short distance above Mr. Fore s place
the prisoners were ordered to stand ou the side of the
road. Wheu Mr. Fore saw they were to be shot he sprang
into the cane ; at the same instant the priioner* were fired
upon. Mr. Siuis and Mr. H'll fell dead Mr. Fore was
shot through tbe shoulder. They proceeded up the cret k
to Mr. Clark's place and killed him at hi* house. They
next went to Mr Johnson's and killed biui iu the pivst nee
of his wife They next shot Mr. Clianey. They then re¬
turned down the creek. Tbe negro iu charge of the squad
ordered that nothing should bo tnkeu from any of the
placet.
"Mr. Y'ore uiade his way, in great suffering, to the river.

A negro man from the Iluut plan'ation gave the informa¬
tion of what occurred after Mr. Fore made his escape.

" Tee wives of the murdered men are at their homes
unprotected. Four more were murdered by the snue

party before tbey arrived at Hill's plantation, on tbeir
way up. Their names 1 did uot learn. All the negroes
were in full uniform and armed with muskets, and pistols
in their belts.

" Deer Creek is iu Issaquena county, Mississippi, and
empties iutuYaz <o river at Haines s Bluff."

SPEECH BY GOV. SEYMOUR.

Gov. Seymour is on a visit to bis home in Utica, and on

Monday eveuing made a brief address to tbn people. From
a report of it which appears iu the Utica Courier we copy
the following passages:

" He returned when those before him were affected by
a question of deep interest to them all.he alluded to the
conscription act. He should not mar tbe occasion by eay-
mg any thing to wound any present who differed from him
iu political opinion. He counselled that, however much
they might differ as to tbe propriety or the justice of en-
actmenis, they should never allow their prejudices or pi«-
lion* to carry them beyond the point where they would be
obedient to the laws. Tbey must remember that when
law was violated their best interests were violated. Law
protects us always. It is that which gives us security in
s'eep. at all times, and in all pines, and we should always
manifest respect for it. If the conscription bears harshly
on the people let us alleviate the hardships thrust ypon
tliem, not by violence, but by kind acts and mutual aid.
Expressing bis gratification that the Supervisors in Oneida
county were about meetir g to consider tbe subject of aid¬
ing those on whom the draft falls heavily, be said he was
quite sure that whatever might be men's differences about
the conscription law, they wt u'd all unite in such benefi
ceut measures as would save from suffering those who
could ill bear the burden laid upon them.
"There were other things to which he would wish to

allude, but he could not allude to jarring questions. He
would tell them this again.let tbein not put themselves
in opposition to law. There are remedies at the polls and
in the courts. Every officer.hgislative, executive, or

judicial.is subject to the laws, arid some time, sooner or
later, to tbe decmions at the polls. The Laws and Consti¬
tution are nuiple to rgbt all wrongs, and ther<» is no reme¬
dy for injustice in acts of disorder; disorder and revolt)-!
tion secure no rights, but create new wrongs. He alluded
to this subject because party passions ran higher than be¬
fore, and we are in danger of losing faith in our institu¬
tions. We must look to the judiciary aud to the ballot
box. andsoou all will be well.'

" The cloudi over our country are dark sufferings press .

heavily upou us; many have dark foreboding* as they look
about them and begin to study the future, but the Gover¬
nor said it was not ao with him. He had thought pain¬
fully and carefully upon the perils of the country, and been
aided by correspondence from all parts of the country, and
be was now confident that we would be once more a uni-
ted and happy pe >ple, with a restored Union, with the
rights of Htttes respected, and that in little time Ameri¬
can homAs would be agaiu saved from invasion and out¬
rage. [Cheers.]"
NEGROES NOT ENROLLED IN KENTUCKY.
Kentucky has a State law which forbids the recognition

of blacks as citizens by making soldiers of them, ll-ncs,
when it was proposed to enroll bheks as well as whites
for the conscription, a strong protest was sent up by the
Union men of the State. It seems to have been effectual.
A correspondent of the Cincinnati Gaz «tte says :

" It is n curious illustration of the tenacity with which
old prejudices still maintain their sway, that tne Ken
lucky authorities have persisted iu opposing the enroll,
uo nt of free negroes in this State, under the conscription
law, til they have probably succeeded iu carrying their
point.

'. Tbe whole matter was at best of the most trifling di¬
mensions ; not more than three to five hundred free r»e
groes in the Slate were liatde to draft, and of there pro¬
bably fifty to seventy-five would have been drafted. The
recruiting ¦ fficers say they lost quadruple that number of]volunteers in a fortnight, during the excitement on the
subject.

" Provost Marabal General Fry, it is said, has not actu
ally Consented to completing the turollineut wi'hout the
negroes, but he has been informed of the circumstances,
and notified that the negroes would be left out. The prac¬
tical amount of the military force involved m so trifling
that in tbia case it is probably about as well to give the
old prejudices their way."

POWERS OP BOARDS OF ENROLLMENT.
The question whelher a Hoard of Enrollment's decialon

is final in a case of exemption has been before Judge CAI>-
W A!.APER (at Philadelphia) ou a habeas corpus hearing.
Tbe complainant was illegally drafted for service; be, by
bis age, belonging to the second class of drafted men, who
could not be called until the fiist class is exhausted. The
Board of Enrollment derided that h* was liable at that
time to draft, arid plead that their decision was final, and
precluded examination by tbe legal t^ibunala. But tbe
court, on a hearing, decided that this was not a claim of
exemption, but a question of fact, affecting th ' legality of
the draft in his ca e, and that was a proper subject for the
court to inquire into. This cam shows the necessity of
guarding stnctly the privilege nf habeas corpus. ,If the
court had received the plea of (he Board as a sufficient jus¬tification of their act, and one which shut out any farther
inquiry, the man would have been compelled to serve,
tbougb illegally drafted. Now he has an opportunity of
proving his allegation, which, if true, will release him from
service, to which be is not subject under the law. The
action of the Government may be impeded in some cases

by the habeas corpus, but the attempts made to tempora
rily destroy or set aside this great privilege involve a great
deal mi r" danger to popular liberty than tbe freest action
r»f the habeas corpus could do harm to (he fjoverriment.
For Ibis reason it should be sacredly guarded by the courts
and be lustained by the people..-Ltdg*r,

THE DEMOCRACY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

The Democratic State Convention of Massachusetts,
which was held at Woroeiter on Thursday, the ild instant,
was one ol the larg**ot Convention* ever held in that State.
The nu in Iter of towus represented wai '2<»7, mid the num¬

ber ol delegate* I V.'U. The Convention wa* not composed
of Democrat* exclusiv. ly, in the ».tri«-t party *ea*e of the
term, but also of aucb old-line Whig* aud conservative* an

were willing to co-operate with them in effort* for the re¬

storation of the Uuion on the b**i* of the Constitution.
Speech*** were made by tin* Hon. Jo*iah <«. Abbott, Dr.

George B. Loring, Hon E. S. Spofford, Geo. Whitney,
Hon Henry W. Paiue, aud other*.
The Hon. Henhy W. Paine, who wa« nominated foi

Governor, i* an old-liue Webater Whig, aud a man of vx
cellent reputation for ability and integrity. The othei
candidates are.for Lieutenant Governor, Thomas F
Plcnkett; for Secret*ry of State, F. O. Prince; foi
Treasurer aud Receiver General, Nathan Clakk; foi
Attorney General, Theouoke H. Sweeisek, and for Au
ditor, Moses Mates.

Four d* It gate* were elected to the National Convention
viz : Judge Abbott,of Bi'*tou,E.D Beach, of Springfield,
Inane Davi*, ot' Worce*ter, and J. D. Thompson, of Nev
Bedford. The alternate* chonen are Oliver Steven*, o

Boston, George W. Bentley, of Worcester, D. N. Carpen
ter, of Greenfield, and Charles Ileebner, of Lee.
A long series ol resolutions was adopted, which we cop]

at large. A* they were read to the Convention they elici
ted the warmest applause.arresting several time* th«
chairman of the committee as he was reading them; ant
the vote by which they were passed was unanimous.

RESOLUTIONS.
lUsoleed, That the great duty of every oit'z-u of tlu

United States is to suittain the National Government, anc
as citizens, not partisans, ever miudful that allhougb ad
uiiuintiation.i of the government are transitory, the Gov
eminent itself is permanent, and was intended by iti
founders to endure forever, we adopt., as expressing al
once our duly and our determination, the language of An¬
drew Jack«on, and declare that " the Federal Government
must and shall be sustained."

Resolvtd, That our institutions are assailed by arme<i
rebellion on one side, and on the other by unconstitutiona
nets of Congre** and startling usurpations of power by
the Executive; the Democracy are equally opposed tt
both.they will meet the one with the sword and tht
other by the ballot.

Resulted, That in the imperilled condition of our coun
try the Democrats of Massachusetts, having ever been
tiue to the Uuion, loyal to the Government, faithful to the
Constitution, obedient to the laws, and watchful of the
liberties of the people, solemnly declare that the para¬
mount objects of their political action shall be to restore
the Union as our fathers framed it, to maintain and abide
by in all truth and fidelity the Federal Constitution, to
preserve the reserved rights ol the several Sratee, the
unity ot the nation and the liberties of the people, and to
secure throughout the length aud breadth of our country
an houorab'e, fraternal, and permanent peace.

Resolved, That we implore all loyal men to consider the
manifold dangers that threateu our nation, our form of
government, and our liberties, through Executive usurpa-
tions, Congressional enactments, disregard ofjudicial pro-
cesses and decisions by Federal officer*, the subordination
of civil to military tr.buuals, arbitrary arrests, refusal* of
those in power to grbiit trials by jury, suspension of the
writ ol habeas corpUB, arbitrary banishment of citizen* for
the expression of opinion, and the effort* to control, on the
part o' the Administration, by threats and force, the great
safeguard of the people.the ball"t-box.and sincerely in¬
voke them to lay aside all old differences, and, meeting u*
on a common phttform, aid a'id assist in in our effort* to
restore the Union, maintain the Constitution, preserve the
ibertie* of the people and the ui ity of the nation, and se¬
cure the blessedness of an honorable peace.

Revolted, 'lhat we are opposed to tne doctrine of seces¬
sion as fatal to our national unity ; th«t. we are oppo«ed to
all interference on the part of the National Government
or its ( rticers with the local and domrsuc atiairs of the
several States ; aud we are opposed to all interference by
the citizen* of one State with the domestic affairs of any
other State, because the one tends directly to centraliza
tinn of power in the General Government and the other
tends to destroy the peace and harmony of the people :
that we are opposed to the assumption of any assumed
powers by any department of the Government as danger¬
ous to the liberties of the people aud contrary to the in¬
tent of the fouuders of the Government: lhat we are op
posed to any and all effort* on the part of the Administra¬
tion to continue tbe present deplorable civil war lor the
purpose of subjugation or emancipation ; that we are op¬
pose! to the extension of martial law over btate* not in
rebellion ; that we are opposed to all interference by the
military authorities with civil elections.the substitution
ol bayon-ts tor ballot* ; and, filially, we are opposed to all
the enemies of the Constitution and the Union, whether
they be found in open rebclliou at the South or insidiously
at work at the North.

lii solved. That our present Government was formed by
a people which owed allegiance to several distinct aud
sovereign S ates; that the people, desirous of reserving
certain rght^i to Ihemselves and their immediate State Go
vernments, clearly defined in the Constitution the powerand authority of the General Government, and expressly
.' received to the States respectively, or to the people " all
the power* not delegated by the Constitution to (he Gene¬
ral Government; that obedience to the Constitution is the
only true test ef I >yalty to the Government, aud any wil¬
ful omirsioa to comply with or departure from its provi¬
sions by any dep rtment or < ffi -.er of the Government,
whether in time of war or in time of peace, under the
p ea of military necessity, moral duty, or any other mo¬
dern name lor treasou or revolution, i* fraught with as
much danger to the Government and the rights and liber¬
ties of the people as armed resistance to the laws or openreb' llion.

Resulted, That, as our Union is composed of indepen<dent, sovereign States, no one of which has yet been wrest¬
ed from the Uui' n by force of arms, we look with abhor¬
rence on tbe proposition of leading Hepublicans to proceed,by the arms of the General Government, to thrust anyStat*) out of Jthe Union, under the pretence that by tbe re¬
bellion of any part or the whole of tbe citizens of any State
such State has ceased to be an integral part of our Union.

Resulted, lhat thi* Convention hail with j y the mani¬
festations iu North Carolina and in other Stat** where in¬
surrection prevails of a desire in tbe people to renew their
obligations to tbe Federal Constitution and to resume their
pi litical relation* as co-e<|ual States of this Union; and
we arra gn ihe attempt ol the radical* to insist on their
party plaiform as a condition of peace a* revolutionary in
it* character, and tending not merely to prolong the war,but to produce anarchy and despotism.

Resolved, That whenever any State in arms against the
laws ot tbe Government shall lay down its arm* and sub¬
mit to the laws aud the constituted authorities the peoplethereof will be entitled to resume and enjoy all tbe rightsand privileges given by the Laws aud the Constitution to
citizens ot the teveral States. |Resolved, That we have entire confidence in the patriot¬ism of the people and in their determination voluntarily to
maintain iu sufficient force the army of the United States;
we therefore look nt-on the conscription act passed by the
Inst Congress as unwise and needless; we are opposed to
its provisions as harsh, oppressive, and unequal in their
operation, and contrary, as we be'ieve, to tne Constitu¬
tion ; but, ever mindful that our Government cannot exist
if individual opinion lie Mibatituted for judicial decisions,
we feel Compelled to obey and counsel obedience to the
act. aud all acts of Congress until the competent judicialtribunals shall declare them to he unconstitutional, or until
tb« y have been legally repealed.

Rrsohtd, Tbut the soldiers fighting in tbe armies of our
country shall receive our warmest sympathies and our
best efforts to sustain and protect their honor and the glo¬
ry of the tl*g they bear; but our sympathies would be buthalf expressed for them did we fail to censure the reck¬
less ami improvident management of the civil departmentthat directs them, ar.d the cruel delay and refusal to hold
out the olive biancb of peace to those erring States, bywhich this protracted aud cruel war may be speedily andhonorably tnd»d.

Resolved. That the thanks of every liberty-loving, law-abiding, aud honest man throughout the land are due to
Ihe Hon. Horatio Seymour, Governor of the State of New
York, who amid all the storm* of fanaticism and rage that
have swept over our nation, has stood up as the firm and
unflinching supporter of tbe Union, the Constitution, and
the laws, hltd the right* of the States against Federal usur¬
pations, and has so nobly vindicated and defended Ihe ma¬
jesty and dignity of the people and State of New York.

Resolved, J bat the doctrin* of secession, and the doc¬
trines of ils faithful ally of disunion, the abolition psrty,
have prnduRrd this deplorable civil war, are each entirely
inconsistent with our frsiue of government, tend inevita¬
bly to anarchy, and are alike destructive of the Union.

Resolved, That we sympathise with the mothers and
daughters of Massachusetts, for the loss of those most dear
to the in by the p.-tils of battle and the wasting of disease
incuired in the service of the country, that we congratu¬
late and honor them for the tender sympathies and ardent
*eal with which they heve labored to minister to the com-
fort, of our soldiers in the field and to nurse them in the
hospital. God will reward them.

Resolved, That we most earnestly desire peace, on such
[erms as wouid he consistent with the honor ol our nation
ind secure a permanent Union of the State*.

Resolved, That we present to the people of the Common¬
wealth the candidates whom we have this day nominated
is worthy in every respect of their undivided support, and
uminently qualified lor tbe respective offices for whichhey were nominated.

On the occision of the August fete Lonis Nspoleon
[ranted pardons to 1,3% convicts of different categories.

ALLEGED RESTRAINT ON BRITISH COMMERCE

I'be British Government has receutly caused to be pub¬
lished the correspondence between iU Department ol For¬
eign Afliirs and Mr. Skw.yrd, running over the period
embraced between M»y 540th, 1862, aud July 18th of the
present year, and having reference to restrictions alleged
to have been planed upou Britinh commerce between
American port* and these is'and*. The following is a sum*

uiary of it:
The more important portion of the correspondence be-

gau iu September, 14432, in a note (rou the British repre¬
sentative in this country, Mr. STUART, iu which he recites
tke grievances of Great Britain aud announces that his
Government cannot acquiesce iu the system of interference
with the legitimate trade of Great Britain which he saya
is now practised by the United States authorities in con-
traventiou of existing treaties and international law.
These grievances are stated to be that British veaaels,
lawfully trading between New York and the Bahamas,are
in some instances refused clearances at New York, and in
others, nft-r having been regularly cleared, with full
knowledge by the United States authorities of the articles
on board, are detained and searched, and are required
either to relaud portions of their cargoes, or to give bouds
that no part of the cargo shall at any indefinite time be
uted by tbe enemies of the United States. Mr. Stuart
asserts, in continuation, that trade between Great Britain
and the Uuitfd States.at least as to ports and places iu
tbe undisturbed possession of the United States.is not iu
any degree affected by the state of war in which the Uni
ted States are engaged ; and moreover that trade between
Great Britain and an eoeiuy of the United States.the
former preserving a strict neutrality or indifference be¬
tween tbe belligerent parties.can be effected only in the
manner and to the exteut prescribed by the international
law of blockade. And be concludes by saying that ship¬
ments 1 ke those now subjected to interference, if made iq
time of peace, could not be prohibited without giving just
cause ot complaint to Great Britain, especially while they
remain opeu to other nations, aud that such a course as¬
sumes a state of yium hostility to Great Britain on so

count of geographical or other circumstance* supposed to
mix her up with the interests of the enemy of the United
Stabs
To this protest Mr. Sewari> replies that there has been

no violation of treaties or international law ; that by the
law of nations every State is sovereign over its own citi¬
zens and strangers within its limits ; that it has a right to
maintain that sovereignty against seditiou and insurrection
by civil preventives or penalties or by armed foroe, and to
interdict such exportations from within its own border*
as may supply traitors in arms against, itself with the
means of carrying on rebellion. These rights he denies
have ever be^n surrendered by any treaty or convention,
or are prohibited by international law. Admitting tb<*
principle that our proceedings, regulations and laws
should not discriminate to tbe prejudioe of Great Britain,
Mr. Seward shows that they have not so discriminated,,
all of them applying with equal force to American citizen*
and people of all other countries ; but that the diflicultiea
experienced by British traders is owing to the peculiar
uature of their shipmeuts and the position of the porta
with which they trade. The letter conoludes with an as¬
surance that our Government will examine upon its merits
any case or infringement upon British rights, and prompt'y
render the redress due, if tbe complaint is sustained.
On the 17th of December, 1802, Earl Russell replies

to the argumeuts of Mr. SewaRd and reiterates that there
bas been a serious violation of treaty obligations by tbe
Uuited States, which violation bas been attempted to be
disguised under pretence of the right of domestic legisla¬
tion. He contends that it is not a case of domestic legis¬
lation, but a stoppage of British goods in transitu from
Great Britain to the Bahamas, for causes not justified by
international law ; and insists that there had been an in¬
vidious distinction made by the Uuited States against
Great Britain.

In answer to this Mr. Seward again responds disclaim
ing the charge of invidious discriminat on ; and the corre¬

spondence closes with a note from Earl Rus.sei.l to Lord
Lyons, dated July 18th, in which be saya his Govern¬
ment bas been disappointed of its expectations that its
representatii us respecting tbe interference complained of
would be remedied ; and directing Lord Lyons to address
a tresh remonstrance on the subject to the United Stale*
Government.

THE PETERHOFFS CONDEMNATION.

FROM THE LONDON TIMES OF AUGUST 20.
The Testimony at the Late Trial at Croydon»
Mr. Reward will envy Mr. Bovill the opportunity he en¬

joyed in the Assist) Court of Croydou on Monday last of
cross-examining the charterer of the Peterhoff. Of course,
Mr. Seward knows very well in a general way how these
matters are managed. People like to back their opinions
and to render their sympathies profitable; and they make
a purse, and they choose a swift ship, and they stuff her
hold with gunpowder aud quinine and other articles equally
contraband for their power to kill aud their power to cure,
and then they get a desperate crew, a daring captain, and
a shrewd superoargo, and away she goes to break the
blockade if she can, to get to Matamoras if ahe must, or

to land her combustibles at some conveniently proximate
port if every other attempt fails. Mr. Seward knows all
this; but neither he nor Mr. Adams has been able to get
at the details of these arrangements. Mr. Kahnweiler iu
the witness-box would have told a much more interesting
story under the cross examination of Mr. Seward than he.
did under that of Mr. Bovill, who confined himself, nafo
rally, to the case of his own client.an individual who, as

a brother blockade breaker, would not find his interest iu
unnecessary revelations, C^uite sufficient, however, came

out at Croydon to enable us to understand the transactiooa
in which the Peterhoff has been concerned. . . .

Whatever lawyers and diplomatists may find to dispute
abeut in this matter of the Peterhoff, it seems evident to
us that there is no good cause for any popular indignation
about her. The people who engage in these speculations
play a game in which the profits are enormous and the
risks well known. Tbey who undertake such adventures
must act up to tbe maxim enounced by the plaintiff in the
witness-box at Croydon, and " never cry after spilt milk."
It would be as reasonable for a man to set bis wife down
at a whist table, and then, at the end of the rubber, to fly at
the throat of the adversary who had won eight points of
her, as it would be for us to look on while our merchants
pla> this game of breaking blockade and then make a na¬
tional quarrel about a capture. The Dobsoo class of
speculators do not inspire us with any sympathy, nor do
they stand in need of our commiseration. They are gene¬
rally men with plenty of money, and with very shrewd
notions of tbe best way of laying it out to advantage
Their political sympathies for the most part sit very loose¬
ly upon them, nor are they inclined to examine very close¬
ly from which belligerent side a good profit may happen
to come. It is not at all surprising'that Judge Belts
should take a broad vi$w of such transactions, and admin
ister a little of that Lynch law which seems to have be¬
come prevalent iu New York. We shall see what tbe Su¬
preme Court will do; but we cannot say that we await
tke result with any grave alarm, or that we have read tbe
decision of Judge Betts with any very vehement indigna¬
tion. The trial at Croydon came opportunely as a gloss
upon the Yankee judgment.

POSTAL CONSTRUCTION.
The information conveyed in the following offi

oial publication will poiwoss interest for the public
generally :

PrtHT OFFICE Dtl'ARTM BNT,
AppointrHf.nl Office, September 6, IH63.

The publication of the following construction of the new
poaUl law in regard to the weight of packagea which may
be tent free through the mail* la deemed important to the
public, and eapecially to peraona connected with the aeve-
ral Executive Departmenta and Bureaua at Waahington :

The maximum weight of packagea which may be aent
through the maila la limited to four pound*, except Con
greaaional documenta and booka publiahed or purchaaed
by order of Congreaa. It waa not the intention of the law
to preacribe a amaller limit to franked paokagea to or

from any of tlie Executive Departmenta or Bnreana, a*

that would exclude from the maila a large portion of the
official correapoadence of the Government.
The limitation of packagea to four ounr.ti, in tbe 4'Jd

aection of the law, waa intended to enlarge the privilege of
membera of Congreaa, theretofore limited to lu>o ounret;
and the omiaaion in the printed law of the worda " to Sena¬
tors and Membera of Congreaa," (aa in the original bill,)
aftnr tbe word granted," in the la»t aentenceof that aec¬

tion, leada to an erroneoua c inatructi in of tho true intent
and meaning of the law.
The Po«tmaat«r General, therefore, directa that all pack¬

agea, otherwiae entitled to go fre«, to and from the a«veral
Executive Department* and Hureaua at Washington, and
not exceeding four pouada in weight, b« allowed freetrana-
miaaion through the maili.

ALEX. W. RANDALL.
Firat Aaaiatant Poatmaater General.


